
S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  P A R E N T S

Parent-Teacher Conference 
Tips



About Parent-Teacher Conferences

·A parentôs involvement in their 
childôs education is an 
important step toward 
improved student success in 
school.

· Studies have shown that 
student achievement increases 
with greater parent 
involvement.

· Parent-Teacher Conferences 
are an important step toward 
ensuring that your child 
reaches his/her greatest 
potential.



About Parent-Teacher Conferences

· Parent-teacher conferences are 
all about developing 
partnerships among students, 
their parents, and their 
teachers.

· The goal is to find ways to work 
together to help each child 
succeed.



Before the Conference

·Write down everything you 
want to discuss with the 
teacher.

· Ask your child if there is 
anything they would like you to 
discuss at the conference, too.



Before the Conference

· Try to arrange child care for 
siblings while you are at the 
conference, if possible, so you can 
focus on your discussion with your 
childôs teacher.

· If you cannot find a sitter, bring 
books, games, quiet toys, etc., to 
keep siblings occupied during the 
meeting

· Check in advance to see if the 
school offers child care activities 
during conferences, too!



Before the Conference

·Check with your childôs school or 
classroom teacher in advance if it 
would be appropriate to bring 
your child to participate in the 
conference.

· Some schools conduct student-
led conferences, during which the 
child leads the discussion about 
student performance with you.  

· Regardless of the type of 
conference, your participation at 
conferences is crucial to your 
childôs success at any age or 
grade level.



Before the Conference

· Arrive a few minutes early, and 
be prepared to stay later if 
needed.

· Remember that there are a lot 
of other conferences going on, 
and a lot of other parents have 
issues to discuss that are 
important to them, as well.

·We appreciate your patience!



During the Conference

· Help keep the tone positive.  
Begin with a positive comment 
about the teacher, classroom, 
and/or activities.



During the Conference

· Please silence your cell phone, 
and avoid answering calls or 
text messages during the 
conference.



During the Conference

· Try to keep your emotions 
under control.  

· Behaving unreasonably will not 
help your child become more 
successful at school.


